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The 2020-2021 �scal year was another 
amazing and “di�erent” year and 2021-2022 
continues to be a test of practicing gratitude 
for what we have and what we hope for. 

Through a pandemic, drought, and wild�res, 
Solano RCD sta� and our Board of Directors 
continue to work hard with our partners to 
deliver excellent education, water quality, 
conservation, and now wild�re prevention 
and preparedness assistance in our District 
and throughout Solano County. 

Working with my sta�, the Board of Directors, 
and our local partners makes me grateful that 
I work for Solano RCD. Our Board is 
supportive of the work we do and our sta� is 
full of “true believers,” as one team member 
puts it.  We are a group of people who truly 
believe in what we are doing and that with 
our partners like the Solano County Water 
Agency, Solano County, various districts, 
municipalities, and many others, we can 
make a legitimate di�erence in improving 
local natural resources and educating Solano 
County students and adults.  

Our sta� and Board take pride in our long 
history of providing service in Solano County, 
even though the focus of our work has 
changed over time. What started in the 1950s 
as a District intended to clear and reshape 
channels to take high �ood waters in the 
Ulatis Creek watershed is now a multifaceted 
service provider throughout the region.

We still work with partners on �ood issues, 
but now we also work and partner with a 
variety of stakeholders to implement over 
forty projects in our District and across the 
County. We also take pride in the outreach 
and education delivered through our K-12, 
community cleanup, and boater outreach 
programs, as well as our volunteer events and 
workshops.  

Although we are not able to o�er the same 
number and types of volunteer opportunities 
this year, we will execute some hands-on 
volunteer activities such as propagation, 
planting, and cleanup days. We are also 
planning to increase the number of "how to" 
workshops, agency partner trainings, and 
plant sales this year – including our �rst plant 
sale since 2019 at Ruhstaller Farm and 
Brewery.

Chris Rose, Executive Director
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Financial Report

How our funding supports RCD goals...
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Our 2020-2021 �scal year budget exceeded $2 million. Of that, over $224,060 or 11% of the total budget came from 
Solano RCD’s annual tax assessment. 20% of funding came from state grants and 3% from federal partners. The 
remaining funds came as directed action funds from our great local and state partners. These partnerships are vital 
to the health of the District and to making the District’s tax base dollars go further and do more. 

Local partnerships make up 66% of our funding not derived from tax base.  That means our state, federal, and local 
partners such as Solano County Water Agency, Greater Vallejo Recreation District, Fair�eld-Suisun Sewer District, 
Vallejo Flood and Wastewater District, and the Cities and County of Solano support the RCD by funding over 40 
habitat restoration, community outreach and student education, landowner assistance, and water quality 
monitoring projects.

Expenditure
by Program Type

(FY 20/21)

Grant Writing
$17,781 - 1%

Admin & O�ce Expense
$289,851 - 15%

Fire Response
$101,561 - 5%

Capital Improvement
$12,862 - 1%

Landowner Assistance
& Water Quality
$108,046 - 6%

Student Education
$383,374 - 21%

Habitat Restoration
$736,693 - 40%

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District

Community Outreach
$202,795 - 11%
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Financial Report

...and what we accomplished.

improve and maintain our Conservation 
Education Center on Lewis Road, and 
promote habitat restoration work at 
multiple sites throughout the county. 

We are proud of the diverse, high quality 
programs we implement, our dedicated 
sta� and Board of Directors, and all that we 
achieve in our district and countywide.

In 2020-2021, we achieved providing over 
10,000 K-12 Solano County students with 
watershed education, eradicated noxious 
weeds on public and private lands, 
promoted and carried out water quality 
testing, and planned and implemented 
habitat restoration projects countywide. 
The funds also allowed us to execute many 
volunteer �eld days and workshops, 

2020-2021 By the Numbers
7,124 native trees/shrubs/forbs planted

12 acres seeded with native grasses and 
wildflowers

14,284 native sedge and grass plugs 
planted

112 residents provided with assistance after
the LNU Fire

31,500 linear feet of native plants planted

525 acres managed to improve habitat value

5 volunteer planting events with 
80 volunteers

7 workshop events with 137 participants

481 landowners provided service

30 conservation plans written

10,000+ K-12 students educated

500+ virtual countywide trash cleanup 

2,200+ boaters educated

Revenue by Funding Source  FY 20/21

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District

Tax Base
$224,060

11%

State Grants
$406,119

20%

Local & State Partners
$1,231,395

62%

Federal Partners
$144,033 - 7%
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Conservation Through Education

Our environmental education
and outreach programs

Safeguarding Solano County resources through education
Allison Martin, Education Program Manager

The 2021-2022 school year is underway and 
our watershed education program is on 
track to connect with 12,000 Solano County 
students this year. For perspective, that’s 
about 2,000 more students than we worked 
with last year, and all programs have been 
facilitated online since August 2020. We also 
facilitated our �rst Solano Institute for 
Teachers this summer, which brought 
together K-12 educators from throughout 
the region to learn �rst-hand about Solano 
County’s open spaces and water resources.

Whether facilitated virtually or in person, 
our programs help teachers provide locally 
relevant, science based education to their 

students. Centered on water and watershed 
health, every program uses learner- centered 
experiences like making observations and 
discussing with a peer to actively engage 
children in building their own knowledge of 
local environmental issues. 

While younger students study watershed 
models and �gure out how watersheds 
work, high school students take on the role 
of community scientists and analyze their 
local watershed’s health. Older elementary 
students and middle school students hone 

Solano RCD educators live stream virtual
field trips to students across Solano County.

We believe that students of all ages 
and backgrounds deserve 
opportunities to meaningfully 
engage with their local watershed. 
We are grateful to our funders and 
academic partners who make it 
possible for us to o�er equitable 
access of our programs to all of 
Solano County’s public schools.

• Solano County Water Agency 
• Solano County Department of Resource Management
• Cities of Vallejo, Benicia, Fair�eld, Suisun City, 
 Rio Vista, Vacaville and Dixon
• Vallejo Flood and Wastewater District
• Fair�eld-Suisun Sewer District
• Potrero Hills Land�ll
• Solano Irrigation District
• Orderly Growth Committee

in on threats to discreet watersheds like 
Suisun Marsh. 

By the end, we hope participants are more 
informed about how to take care of their 
watershed by reducing their waste, 
recycling used motor oil and CRV beverage 
containers, and saving water at home, 
especially during times of drought. That 
way, they feel empowered to take 
stewardship actions that will safeguard 
Solano County’s watershed resources for 
generations to come.

Boater Outreach Program
Every summer, we facilitate boater 
outreach activities at Lake Berryessa 
and in Rio Vista, Suisun City, and 
Vallejo. 

This summer, interns spoke with 2,238 
boaters and provided 1,262 boater kits, 
which include free oil absorbents and 
other “clean and green” boating 
resources.

Countywide Cleanups
The education team is passionate about 
empowering Solano County residents to 
protect their water resources, and one 
easy way to get involved is by 
participating in a trash cleanup in your city 
or at Lake Berryessa. Every year, Coastal 
Cleanup Day is held on the third Saturday 
of September, Earth Day on the third 
Saturday of April, and World Environment 
Day on the �rst Saturday of June.

Other Education Activities

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District
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Wildfire Prevention and Preparedness

Helping Solano County be 
fire safe and ready

Christopher Rose, Executive Director

Soon after the LNU Complex �re last August, 
Solano RCD started work with Solano County 
and other local partners to prepare for and 
respond to wild�res. Our sta� met with 
dozens of landowners to advise on erosion 
control and fuel hazards, as well as connect 
landowners with other available resources. 

During this e�ort, we partnered with many 
agencies and community groups to help 
distribute thousands of bales of straw and 20 
acres of native grass and wild�ower seed.

This was an intense time for the a�ected 
landowners, and even though local agencies 
rallied to support their community in 
response to the catastrophe, it was a clear 
reminder of the need to plan for the future. 

Solano RCD sta� works with Putah Creek Council One Creek 
interns to plant sedges in a burned area at Lake Solano Park.

Thousands of straw bales were distributed and spread throughout burn 
areas to help reduce soil erosion following the LNU Complex Fire.

Solano RCD Project Coordinator Elizabeth Davis inspects a slope 
burned by the LNU Complex Fire at Lake Solano Park.  

Helping our communities prepare for and respond to wildfire
After several months of responding to 
post-�re resource concerns, we have now 
pivoted our work to help the community 
prepare for and prevent future catastrophic 
wild�res in Solano County. 

In partnership with Solano County and 
multiple regional agencies and 
non-government organizations, we applied 
for three wild�re prevention and 
preparedness funding streams. In the past 
month, all three funding streams were 
con�rmed, bringing in over two million 
dollars for wild�re prevention and 
preparedness work in Solano County over 
the next 3 years. 

The goal of all these grants is to enhance the 
preparedness and resilience of Solano

County in the face of increasing wild�re risk. 
Our sta� will be working throughout Solano 
County’s most �re prone areas, from Blue 
Ridge and Lake Berryessa south to Fair�eld, 
helping community leaders form local �re 
safe councils and supporting their e�orts. 
We are also working to establish a Solano 
County Fire Safe Council, which will act as a 
nexus for wild�re preparedness across 
Solano County. We will also work with local 
partners to hold training days and 
workshops and to showcase demonstration 
projects that will empower each of us to 
create �re safe communities.  

If you live in a high wild�re risk area in Solano 
County, please contact us to learn how you 
can get involved in making your community 
�re safe. 

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District
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Protecting Our Water Resources

Working together...

Water quality, flood preparedness, and water conservation 
are critical parts of the work we do at Solano RCD. 
In partnership with the Solano County Water Agency, we provide �ood preparedness 
education and technical support to landowners year-round and are in the process of 
revising a community resource manual titled Ready for the Flood. 

We also work cooperatively with the Dixon RCD to coordinate the Dixon/Solano RCD 
Water Quality Coalition, which helps landowners and operators with irrigated 
agricultural lands comply with the Central Valley Regional Water Board's Irrigated Lands 
Regulatory Program (ILRP). Together with Dixon RCD and many other agencies in 
eastern Solano County, we also provide input for the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act a�ecting bene�cial users of the Solano Subbasin.

Our restoration projects help protect water quality and address �ooding issues. By 
integrating livestock exclusion techniques and providing o�-channel water sources for 
livestock, we protect streams from erosion and pollution. Restoring stream banks with 
the appropriate native plants helps stabilize channels and increase their capacity to 
absorb water during �oods with less erosion, with the added bene�t of plant �ltration of 
pollution.

Collectively, these projects protect water quality in Solano County’s watersheds and 
beyond. Equally important, they are helping our communities. Read on to learn more.

Be flood ready
Kevin Young-Lai, Assistant Project Manager

During the rainy season, �ooding is one of 
the most common natural disasters across 
the United States and can occur in many 
areas of Solano County. Large winter 
storms with heavy rainfall can potentially 
cause �ooding hazards and create 
signi�cant issues for landowners if they are 
not properly prepared. 

The risk of �ooding is also enhanced by 
large-scale wild�res, as wild�res can leave 
the ground barren of vegetation and 
unable to e�ectively absorb rainfall. Solano 
County residents living in or downstream 
of �re impacted regions may also be 
impacted by �oods. 

Landowners with �ood issues on their 
property may qualify for a small grant 
program to help with stormwater 
detention, improved in�ltration, creek 
debris removal and many other local-scale 
�ood management improvements. In order 
to qualify, four criteria must be met: 

• The project must benefit more than  
 just one property owner  

• The project must not adversely impact  
 others downstream or upstream 

• Landowners must commit to   
 on-going maintenance 

• Landowners must provide a 20% 
 contribution to project costs in the  
 form of cash or the provision 
 of materials or labor 

If you are interested in the small grant 
program, or just need assistance with 
brainstorming drainage solutions on your 

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District

property, our team can walk the site with 
you and suggest land management 
practices, vegetation options, and 
contractors that may be able to assist.  We 
also provide assistance with the 
environmental permitting process to help 
you understand when permits are 
necessary and to help you apply for them 
when needed.

For questions about the �ood program or to 
schedule a visit and analysis, please contact 
Kevin Young-Lai at: (707) 678-1655 x 123 
or email kevin.young-lai@solanorcd.org.

Dixon RCD Executive Director Kelly Hu�
conducts a ditch status inventory in Dixon.

Assistant Project Manager Kevin 
Young-Lai documents a restoration 
project site in Barker Slough.
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Chris Carlson, Restoration Project Manager

Trickling from various springs located 
below Sulphur Springs Mountain, Rindler 
Creek is an important tributary to Lake 
Chabot and the Napa Marsh in Vallejo. Over 
the past century, the stream has been 
impacted by historic cinnabar (mercury 
sul�de) mining upstream, re-location of the 
stream to the north side of Columbus 
Parkway during urbanization of the area, 
and more recently - overgrazing, noxious 
weeds, and plastic litter.   

Despite these impacts, Rindler Creek still 
retains signi�cant biodiversity and habitat, 
including a population of California 
red-legged frogs. There is also a lot of room 
for improvement in the habitat and 
ecosystem function of the stream. 

Earlier this year, we entered into 
agreements to restore and protect riparian 
habitats along nearly a quarter mile reach of 
stream located upstream of Vallejo Fire 
Station #27, comprising about 4 acres in 
total. In partnership with the Vallejo 
Watershed Alliance and the City of Vallejo, 
Solano RCD will install hundreds of willows, 
cottonwoods, California buckeye, and other 

Rindler Creek habitat improvement in Vallejo

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District

appropriate native plants. 

These habitat improvements will also ful�ll 
mitigation requirements for 0.31 acres 
incurred by local development.  We will work 
with the neighboring rancher to fence cattle 
out of the riparian corridor and build 
troughs with cleaner drinking water for 

livestock, resulting in a win-win for the 
environment and working lands.  

By expanding the riparian forest and 
preventing overgrazing, we hope to improve 
habitat for a wide array of creatures and 
improve the water �ltration ecosystem 
services in this reach of Rindler Creek.

Solano RCD entered 
agreements to restore 
and protect riparian 
habitats along a near 
quarter-mile reach of 
Rindler Creek in Vallejo.

If you use a well for your farm or ranch and are 
interested in �nding areas of cost-savings in your 
operation, consider having a professional conduct a 
pump e�ciency test on your well or well pump. The 
cost of the test is covered by the Solano Agricultural 
Water Use E�ciency Program. 

For questions about the program or 
to schedule a test, please contact 
Amy King at (530) 848-3551 or 
amy.king@solanorcd.org.

Irrigation Pump
E�ciency Testing
Service Available

Protecting Our Water Resources

...to improve watershed health
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Kelly Hu� and Martha McKeen, 
Dixon Resource Conservation District

Solano’s 
Groundwater 
Sustainability

Groundwater is a major water source for 
nearly 33 million Californians and one of the 
primary sources of agricultural water used 
throughout the state. It provides close to 40 
percent of California’s water supply during 
normal years and up to 60 percent in 
drought years. Unsustainable groundwater 
use, such as pumping more groundwater 
than can be replenished, can impact 
Californians as well as many groundwater 
dependent ecosystems – important plant 
and animal communities that require 
groundwater to meet some or all of their 
water needs.

In September 2014, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed into law the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), 
which provides a framework for the 
sustainable management of groundwater 
resources. SGMA recognizes that 
groundwater management in California is 
most e�ective when done at the local level 
and requires the formation of Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to manage 
groundwater basins. The state has 
designated the Solano Subbasin as a 
medium priority subbasin, which requires 
Solano Subbasin GSAs to develop and 

implement a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP) by January 31, 2022.

The complete draft of the Solano Subbasin 
GSP is expected to be �nished this fall with 
time for public review before its �nal 
submittal to the State. Preliminary results 
from an exhaustive technical analysis of the 
basin indicate that the historical, current 
and future groundwater balances are in 
balance with a small surplus of groundwater 
in an average year. There are a few areas that 
will be monitored closely for localized issues 
and potential future projects. 

Drafts of many of the plan sections are 
already available for review online at 
solanogsp.com. Dixon and Solano RCDs are 
actively involved in the Solano Subbasin 
Groundwater Management Agency. In the 
coming months, Solano County landowners 
will have the opportunity to participate in 

conversations and planning for the future, 
including future fees and projects. There are 
also speci�c e�orts to investigate 
groundwater re-charge potential. 

To learn more, visit solanogsp.com and 
subscribe to the Solano GSP newsletter, or 
call Dixon or Solano RCD.

SOLANO
Resource
Conservation
District

Project Coordinator Elizabeth Davis 
poses with a list of water savings 
ideas written by the public during a 
groundwater outreach event.

The Solano Subbasin provides 
groundwater for many 
communities and
landowners in
eastern Solano
County. 

This map was 
created by 
our education 
team to support 
education and 
outreach e�orts 
regarding the
Solano Subbasin.

The Solano Subbasin

Solano Subbasin
Groundwater Management
Save These Dates:
VIRTUAL TOWN HALL
Nov. 9, 2021 5:30pm-7:30pm

Comment Period Ends Nov. 15, 2021

Protecting Our Water Resources

Planning for a sustainable future...

Vacaville teens learn about groundwater and 
receive a Welcome to the Watershed kit 
from sta� at the Vacaville Farmers Market.
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Groundwater is a major water source for 
nearly 33 million Californians and one of the 
primary sources of agricultural water used 
throughout the state. It provides close to 40 
percent of California’s water supply during 
normal years and up to 60 percent in 
drought years. Unsustainable groundwater 
use, such as pumping more groundwater 
than can be replenished, can impact 
Californians as well as many groundwater 
dependent ecosystems – important plant 
and animal communities that require 
groundwater to meet some or all of their 
water needs.

In September 2014, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed into law the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), 
which provides a framework for the 
sustainable management of groundwater 
resources. SGMA recognizes that 
groundwater management in California is 
most e�ective when done at the local level 
and requires the formation of Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to manage 
groundwater basins. The state has 
designated the Solano Subbasin as a 
medium priority subbasin, which requires 
Solano Subbasin GSAs to develop and 

implement a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP) by January 31, 2022.

The complete draft of the Solano Subbasin 
GSP is expected to be �nished this fall with 
time for public review before its �nal 
submittal to the State. Preliminary results 
from an exhaustive technical analysis of the 
basin indicate that the historical, current 
and future groundwater balances are in 
balance with a small surplus of groundwater 
in an average year. There are a few areas that 
will be monitored closely for localized issues 
and potential future projects. 

Drafts of many of the plan sections are 
already available for review online at 
solanogsp.com. Dixon and Solano RCDs are 
actively involved in the Solano Subbasin 
Groundwater Management Agency. In the 
coming months, Solano County landowners 
will have the opportunity to participate in 

conversations and planning for the future, 
including future fees and projects. There are 
also speci�c e�orts to investigate 
groundwater re-charge potential. 

To learn more, visit solanogsp.com and 
subscribe to the Solano GSP newsletter, or 
call Dixon or Solano RCD.
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Pesticide exceedance a reminder to 
take caution with pesticide use

Urban Greening at Lake Dalwigk

Kelly Hu� and Martha McKeen, 
Dixon Resource Conservation District

Protecting water quality is the main reason 
the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 
(ILRP) was initiated by the State of California 

in 2003. The Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board was concerned that 
runo� from irrigated lands could harm 
aquatic life and make water unsafe for 
bene�cial uses, including municipal, 

industrial and agricultural 
use, recreation, 
commercial and sport 
�shing, ecosystems, and 
groundwater recharge. In 
2014, groundwater 
regulations were added 
to the program. 

On June 23, 2021, the 
Dixon/Solano RCD Water 
Quality Coalition, a 
partnership between the 
two Districts to 
administer the ILRP for 

Solano County landowners, had an 
exceedance of a pesticide called 
lambda-cyhalothrin, a pyrethroid, at the Ulatis 
Creek at Brown Road monitoring site. 
Although this pesticide is used in both 
agricultural and urban environments, the 
timing suggests that the exceedance was most 
likely due to an agriculture spray event. 

Exceedances trigger management plans where 
we work closely with coalition members to 
address any problems identi�ed in the 
monitoring.

Detections of urban pyrethroid products have 
also been observed in our local waterways. 
Solano County and the cities within are 
developing education programs for urban 
users. The bottom line is that users of 
pesticides need to use extreme caution during 
and after applications, especially near 
waterways and storm drains. 

For more information, please visit 
dixonrcd.org/management-plans.

Protecting Our Water Resources

and stewarding what we have

Assistant Project Manager Kevin Young-Lai collects a 
water sample for water quality testing.

Lake Dalwigk is a 44-acre stormwater detention basin 
located in Central Vallejo.

Volunteers plant native roses at Lake Dalwigk during 
an April 2021 volunteer event.

The Lake Dalwigk Community-Based Urban Greening Project is a 
partnership driven restoration project focused on enhancing a 
44-acre stormwater detention basin in Central Vallejo. 

Over 3,000 native trees and shrubs,15,000+ plant plugs, and 5 
acres of grass and wild�ower seed have been installed, helping 

to improve park aesthetics, provide cover and food for birds and 
wildlife, capture atmospheric carbon to mitigate climate change, 
and improve water quality through stormwater �ltration.

Remaining tasks include installing interpretive signage, pet 
waste stations, and water stations in partnership with the 
Greater Vallejo Recreation District. The project ends December 
2023.
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We’re
Hiring!

Solano RCD is accepting 
applications for both seasonal

and permanent positions.

Visit our website and click 
“Get Involved” for more 

information.


