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As fall approaches, RCD staff feverishly 
order supplies for restoration sites and 
coordinate with schools throughout 
Solano County.  These tasks are proof  
of  the real need for conservation and 
education work in our County. The 
Solano Resource Conservation District 
(Solano RCD) Board of  Directors and 
staff are happy to step up to the plate and 
meet those needs. 

From its agricultural areas to its 
urban environments and everywhere in 
between, Solano County is overflowing 
with conservation and restoration 
opportunities. What a great place to 
work, and what great people we get to 
work with! We are very fortunate that 
our work is built on lasting partnerships 
throughout the County, which allow us to make durable impacts 
in the field and in the classrooms.

Resource development for this work is an on-going process. 
We write grants and proposals  to bring in local, state and federal 
funds to facilitate work with private landowners, the county, 
cities and schools. At press time, we have over 35 separately 

funded projects focused on weed abatement, erosion control, 
habitat restoration, environmental education, water quality and 
watershed assessment. We work  hard to  produce top quality 
results for our funders and partners, and promote our projects 
and programs with a vigorous outreach effort to ensure the 
broadest impacts possible.

Solano RCD has a long history of  offering opportunities 
for public involvement with our mission and projects. Our 
annual Fall Plant Sale, which will be held at our Conservation 
Education Center (CEC) at 6390 Lewis Road on October 13 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. is a great opportunity for the public to 
connect with Solano RCD board members  and to purchase  
beautiful native plants at a reasonable price. We sell native 
plants to help everyone contribute to the health of  their local 
ecosystem, no matter how much land they can dedicate to that 
purpose. To that end, we’re offering a one-hour presentation on 
“choosing the right plant for the job” beginning at 11 a.m. The 
Solano County Master Gardeners will also be present to offer 
helpful advice on species selection and plant placement.  We 
hope you’ll join us!

Members of  the Vacaville community join staff at Centennial Park to conduct restoration activities and learn about the 
site’s restoration project



The Lay of  The Land

Meet our New Staff

Chris Carlson – Restoration Program Manager
Chris started at the 

Solano RCD in spring 2018 
and manages a variety of  
restoration projects providing 
ecological services for 
farmers, waterways, and 
wildlife. Chris has worked 
in 8 western states studying 
fuel-reduction treatments and 
wildfire influences on forest 
carbon storage; integrating 

weed management research in grasslands combining grazing, 
biocontrols and herbicides; developing monitoring strategies 
for restoration efforts; repeating historical photography; 
mapping weeds and their impacts; implementing citizen 
science projects; and working on long-term vegetation 
monitoring in Hawai’i and the desert Southwest.  He has a 
B.S in Geography from the University of  Oregon and an M.S. 
in Forestry from the University of  Montana.

Shiree Rezendes – Program Educator
Shiree has always been a 

nature-lover. She grew up in 
a small town in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains and 
attended college at UC Santa 
Cruz. There, she studied 
environmental studies, ecology 
and anthropology. At UCSC, 
Shiree had the opportunity 
to run a Life Lab program 
teaching 6th graders math, 

english and science while working in the program garden. She 
discovered a passion for environmental education, and is now 
proudly working as an Educator in Solano RCD’s Education 
Program.

Marisa Coyne – Program Educator
Marisa Coyne is an educator, 

outdoor enthusiast, and 
community developer living in 
Napa, California. Originally 
from Philadelphia, her first 
experience of  connection to 
ecological systems involved 
planting street trees in her 
home city as a college student. 
Since that transformational 
moment, she has dedicated 
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her life to connecting people to nature, community, and self  
through land-based learning. From the California coast to the 
Driftless region of  Wisconsin to the forests of  Connecticut, she’s 
designed and delivered outdoor experiences for thousands of  
learners, specialized in work with youth and emerging outdoor 
educators. Marisa holds a BA in Communications from 
Temple University and an MS in Community Development 
from UC Davis.

Michelle Rozman – Program Educator
Michelle grew up in the 

San Francisco Bay Area and 
has always enjoyed hiking and 
spending time outdoors. She 
has a BA in Environmental 
Studies and Biology from 
UC Santa Cruz and an 
MA in Biology from San 
Francisco State University, 
where she studied damselflies. 
She also studied Science 

Education at UC Davis and Early Childhood Education at 
Solano Community College. After working 12 years in the 
biopharmaceutical industry, she is excited to be working at 
Solano RCD as an environmental educator teaching children 
and sharing her love of  science and nature with them.

Briedi Scott – Program Educator
Briedi is a recent California 

transplant from Missouri. 
With degrees in Biology and 
Wildlife Management, she has 
worked as a park ranger for 
the National Park Service, a 
refuge operations specialist, 
and a federal game warden. 
She worked for the Missouri 
Department of  Conservation 
(MDC) at the nature centers in 

Springfield and Jefferson City and with the Resource Science 
Division in Columbia doing genetic research on plant and 
animal species. After taking time to stay home with her two 
daughters on the family farm, she served as the state Aquatic 
Education Coordinator and the coordinator for Project 
Learning Tree, Project WILD, and the Future Farmers of  
America. In all of  her jobs over the past 20 years, her passion 
has remained to connect people to nature and the great 
outdoors. ...continued on page 3
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The Dixon/Solano RCD Water Quality Coalition offers 
annual education events to assist coalition members in 
complying with water quality regulations.  These education 
events are open to interested individuals as space is available.  
If  you would like additional information on the events or the 
coalition program please contact: Kelly Huff, Dixon RCD 
(707) 678-1655 x 102.

2018-2019 Outreach Event Schedule
RSVP required!

Kevin Young-Lai – Program Assistant 
Kevin graduated from UC 

Santa Barbara with a major in 
Environmental Studies and an 
emphasis in water pollution. 
He has interned with the RIVR 
Lab at riparian restoration 
sites, the Lake Berryessa Boater 
Outreach program, and water 
quality programs with the 
Solano County Water Agency. 
As an Education Program 

Assistant for Solano RCD, Kevin continues his exploration of  
the environmental science world and works to expand his skill 
base and passion for environmental stewardship. When he’s 
not working, you can usually find him hiking, playing tennis, 
working on vintage cars, or building and repairing things.

New Staff, continued from page 2

Upcoming Events
& Workshops

Join Solano RCD and its partners at an upcoming event 
around the watershed. More information for each of  the 
events listed below will be available at solanorcd.org or 
by contacting the person noted in the listing. Most events 
involve only a few hours of  your time, but have huge 
beneficial impact on our projects.

Saturday, October 13: 
Fall Plant Sale
SRCD Conservation Education Center
6390 Lewis Road, Vacaville
Saturday, November 10:  
Bird Survey at Lake Dalwigk
Contact: Sarah McKibbin, sarah.mckibbin@solanorcd.org
Dixon/Solano RCD Water Quality Coalition 
See events and dates in adjoining column
Project WET Spring Workshop 
Dates will be posted on  solanorcd.org

Coming Soon: 
Solano RCD and Vallejo Watershed Alliance Work-
days
The VWA will be collaborating on volunteer work 
days at Lake Dalwigk. Dates will be posted on 
vallejowatershedalliance.org
Solano RCD Pond C Volunteer Planting Days
RCD staff will be leading volunteers in planting native 
plants in our Dixon Pond C Restoration Project. Dates and 
information will posted on solanorcd.org

Dixon/Solano RCD Water 
Quality Program  Outreach 

Events

Address: (unless otherwise noted): 
American Legion Hall 1305 N 1st St, Dixon, CA 95620

To RSVP for all events, register online at:
dixonrcd.org/irrigated-lands

OR contact Martha (707) 678-1655 x103 
martha-mckeen@dixonrcd.org
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Considered through the lens of  a young student, a day on 
a Solano RCD field trip is as easy as showing up, learning, 
discovering with their friends, eating lunch, and going back 
to school. As they load onto the bus, they tell us that this was 
the best field trip ever and that they will always remember us, 
the hike, touching the soil, looking at bugs, or eating together 
under the old oak tree. They promise us that no matter what, 
they will always protect their watershed, and as the bus pulls 
away and we wave goodbye, we can only hope that they mean 
it. 

While the day may have come and gone for the students, for 
staff it was just a few hours of  hundreds spent preparing for, 
implementing, reflecting on, and re-strategizing one of  several 
opportunities we offer to schools in Solano County. At the end 
of  every trip, I take a deep breath, look at our education team 
busily organizing and packing things away, and embrace how 
much effort goes into our programs and our commitment to 
providing them. 

In our world, each field trip began as a concept that needed 
to be shaped and revised, put into words, and submitted for 
funding that was waited on and secured. Hours were spent 
creating an accurate budget, identifying realistic deliverables 
such as the number of  students to be served and from where, 
and communicating with partners to allow for access and 
support.  

Curriculum was created, reformatted, or revised to assure 
teachers that the program supports the Next Generation 
Science Standards and the Common Core while also assuring 
funders that their messages will be delivered. Teachers were 
contacted, followed up with (sometimes a lot), and sent 
instructions. Buses were reserved and sometimes rescheduled. 
Student and teacher workbooks were designed, edited, 
printed, counted, organized, and distributed. Pre and post 
program assessments to monitor student knowledge gains 
were printed, cut, distributed, administered, and collected. 
Some pre-trip lessons were taught in the classroom by school 
teachers while others were delivered by RCD staff. Permission 
slips were sent home, collected, reviewed, and stored… times 
a few thousand students. 

Field Trip Anatomy, 101
The art of taking thousands 
of students outside to learn 

about their watershed
Allison Martin, Education Program Manager

Watershed Explorers students hiking in Lagoon Valley

 Anderson Elementary Student  examines a California Poppy on a SWEP Dunnell 
Nature Center field trip

Vallejo High students identify macroinvertabrates during a Biomonitoring field trip in 
Hanns Park...continued on page 5
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Watershed Explorers student drawing the path trash takes as it moves through the 
watershed

Educator Hannah Hodgson and Suisun Marsh Program students look at a soil sample 
in Suisun Marsh

Field Trip Anatomy, continued from page 4

Solano RCD
Education Programs

Solano RCD provides a lot of  environmental education 
programming. Below are capsule descriptions of  our  five 
main programs:

I.  Suisun Marsh
The Suisun Marsh Watershed Program is a fall program 

educating sixth and seventh grade students about the largest 
brackish tidal marsh on the west coast of  the United States. 
Students participate in four in-class lessons and a field trip 
to Rush Ranch Nature Center. The program addresses 
watershed science, storm water pollution, the Suisun Marsh 
ecosystem, water quality, and water conservation.

II.  Watershed Explorers
Watershed Explorers is dedicated to teaching third graders 

about stewardship practices within their watershed. Students 
receive an introductory watershed lesson in their classroom 
and participate in a field trip at a local park or open space. 
Students learn about their local watershed, storm water 
pollution, water conservation, and the phenology of  local 
plants and animals.

III.  Biomonitoring 
Our Biomonitoring program works with high school 

students to assess the health of  the county’s major creeks. 
Students learn about stream ecology and bio-assessment 
principles through several in class lessons and participate in 
two field trips, one of  which involves collecting the crucial 
data used to assess water quality. This data is made available 
through a citizen science database.

IV.  School Water Education Program (SWEP)
The School Water Education Program program educates 

K-12 students and teachers throughout Solano County on 
their local water resources year round. The SWEP program 
facilitates semiannual teacher trainings, offers water related 
in-classroom lessons and water quality labs, provides a variety 
of  resources for teacher use, and facilitates an elementary 
level field trip at the Dunnell Nature Center in Fairfield. 

V.   Solano County Boater Outreach Program
The Solano County Boater Outreach Program is a public 

education program providing boaters information on clean 
boating practices to protect water quality. The program runs 
from late spring through early fall at Lake Berryessa, Rio Vista, 
and Suisun City boat launches. Boaters who participate in a 
Boating Clean and Green educational survey are rewarded 
with a variety of  incentives and are encouraged to install an 
oil absorbent pillow in their engine compartment.

Program staff met and then they met again. They discussed 
program goals, objectives, and best practices. They exchanged 
scientific knowledge and refined plans. Supplies were inventoried, 
ordered, cleaned, organized, transported, loaded, unloaded, and 
loaded again. Bathrooms were cleaned, trails were manicured, 
poison oak was cut back, and at some point, the field trips 
happened.

By now it’s probably clear how much detail goes into making 
sure Solano County youth has the most meaningful, relevant, 
and inspirational experience Solano RCD and its partners could 
possibly offer. Students get to enjoy the fruits of  our labor and 
hopefully leave with some seeds to plant on their own. 

The education program is grateful to all of  its partners and 
funders, including participating teachers and other RCD staff, 
for helping ensure the success of  these complex and meaningful 
programs. 
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This past year, the Solano RCD has been busy working with 
the City of  Dixon and Dixon RCD on our collaborative Pond 
C Biofiltration and Habitat Project.

The Dixon Fire Department jump-started the project last 
fall by conducting a prescribed burn to remove weedy biomass. 
Fifteen acres of  the project site were then drill-seeded with native 
grasses. The grasses are growing well, and Solano RCD and 
City staff have worked together to use mowing and herbicide 
treatment to control noxious weeds such as yellow star thistle.

With the help of  volunteers from two community events, one 
Dixon High School class and seven Watershed Explorer classes 
from Tremont Elementary and Dixon Montessori, we planted 
7,500 native sedge, rush and wildflower plugs in the wetland 
area and along the access road last winter and spring. As we 
moved into summer, volunteers helped propagate 25 species of  
native trees and shrubs at Solano RCD’s lath house.  

In the coming year, we plan on planting over 1,000 native 
trees and shrubs at Pond C. Drought-tolerant upland species 
will be planted on the upper slopes and around the access road 
to provide shade for visitors.  Water loving riparian species will 
be planted along the lower edges of  the wetland basin. 5,000 
sedge, rush and wildflower plugs will also be planted in the 
wetland basin.

Solano and Dixon RCD will be hosting six community 
volunteer planting events from early November through early 
March. Although the dates have not been finalized, you can 
contact Katherine Holmes at katherine.holmes@solanorcd.org 
to be put on a volunteer list and notified of  upcoming volunteer 
opportunities. We also list volunteer opportunities on our 
website, which you can find at www.solanorcd.org

Dixon Pond C Project Has 
Lots of  Upcoming Volunteer 

Opportunities
Katherine Holmes, Assistant Executive Director

Solano RCD staff member Laura Morgan (far right) helps volunteers plant wetland 
sedge and rush plugs last spring

Solano RCD staff member Dave Batcheller uses a tractor and drill seeder to seed native 
grasses last fall

Volunteers propagate wild licorice (Glycyrrhiza lepidota) at a propagation event this 
summer

Follow Solano RCD on social media:

@solanoresourceconservationdistrict

@solano.rcd
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SLEWS Program Engages 
Students in Mentor-based 

Restoration Events
Chris Carlson, Restoration Program Manager

Everyone knows that Solano County has many sloughs, 
but did you know it also has SLEWS?  Last winter, sixty 
students from Rio Vista and Winters high schools worked 
with Solano RCD to restore native habitats on working 
lands. These individuals were participants in the Student and 
Landowner Education and Watershed Stewardship (SLEWS) 
program run by the Center for Land Based Learning. SLEWS 
engages students in habitat restoration by providing hands-on 
experience at habitat restoration sites, in-class activities, and 
a mentorship opportunity with natural resource professionals.     

Last year, students spent 
three days working at two 
habitat restoration projects 
in the Delta region of  
southeast Solano County. 
They constructed drip 
irrigation systems, built 
100 beaver cages, spread 
mulch, planted hundreds 
of  shrubs and grasses, and 
constructed and installed 
bird boxes. After working 
in the morning, students 
spent time bird-watching, 
journaling, sampling local 
citrus, or interviewing 
mentors.  

Opportunities like these are critical for inspiring the next 
generation of  conservationists, developing our youth’s personal 
connections to the land, and building connections between 
having fun in the great outdoors and a personal stewardship 
ethic.

Restoration Technician Jerah Frye demonstrates proper planting techniques to
SLEWS participants

Students installing a drip irrigation system at
a restoration site near Rio Vista

Fun in your Fall Garden
Amy King, Watershed Project Manager

Surprising to many people, fall is an ideal time of  year to 
install new plants in your garden. This allows the plants to 
take advantage of  winter rains in order to get established 
and provide food and shelter for local wildlife. Here is a list 
of  our favorite fall activities to get your garden ready for 
the winter:

1.  Prune/deadhead
• Trim dead flower heads, but leave some seeds to 

overwinter for wildlife!
• Don’t prune very frost-sensitive species until early 

spring
• Cut back/tidy up the species that can handle it

2.  Mulch
• Wood chips or shredded bark mulch will prevent 

drying from wind, store winter water, deter snails and 
smother weeds that try to germinate in winter/spring

• Composted mulch will slowly add nutrients to the soil, 
and perform some of  the same functions as wood chips

3.  Fertilize
• Perennials are mobilizing their nutrients to store in 

woody stems and roots over the winter; fertilizing in 
the fall will give them a boost in the spring

4.  Irrigate
• Don’t be fooled by cooler weather!  Those fall winds 

can be just as drying as hot summer temperatures
• The first few fall rains are often very light.  When they 

hit the dry soil, they do not infiltrate enough to be of  
any consequence for your plants.  Count on irrigating 
until the first soaking rains have past, generally >1” of  
rainfall each (approx. 2” of  rain will wet a clay-loam 
soil to a 12” depth)

5.  Divide
• Divide clumping perennials that thrive on it every few 

years (such as Coral Bells)
• Tubers and bulbs that flower in late summer should be 

divided in the fall; early spring bulbs would do better 
if  divided in the summer

6.  Plant!
• Take advantage of  winter rains to establish new native 

perennials!
• Watch out for dry Nov/Dec weather – if  you put new 

plants in the ground at this time, make sure they have 
enough water

• Scatter wildflower seed
• Plant winter-flowering annuals and all bulbs
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Marianne Butler Education Program Director
567-674-5611 •  Marianne.Butler@solanorcd.org

Chris Carlson Restoration Project Manager
707-678-1655 x 120 •  Chris.Carlson@solanorcd.org

Jeff Carlson Restoration Field Technician
707-678-1655 x 3 •  Jeff.Carlson@solanorcd.org

Jerah Frye Restoration Field Manager 
707-678-1655 x115 Jerah.Frye@solanorcd.org

Katherine Holmes Assistant Executive Director 
707-678-1655 x 107  •  Katherine.Holmes@solanorcd.org

Amy King Watershed Project Manager
707-678-1655 x 111  •  Amy.King@solanorcd.org

Allison Martin Education Program Manager
707.678.1655 x116  •  Allison.Meador@solanorcd.org

Sarah McKibbin Restoration Project Manager
707-678-1655 x 122  •  Sarah.McKibbin@solanorcd.org

Laura Morgan Education Program Coordinator
707-205-7836  •  Laura.Morgan@solanorcd.org

Andrea Mummert Conservation Project Manager 
707-678-1655 x 112  •  Andrea.Mummert@solanorcd.org

Caitlyn Morrissey Office Manager
707-678-1655 x 101  •  Caitlyn.Morrissey@solanorcd.org

Chris Rose Executive Director
707-678-1655 x 106  •  Chris.Rose@solanorcd.org

Education and Restoration Staff:
Deborah Bartens, Tony Blanco-Cortes, Don Broderson, Marisa 
Coyne, Doug Darling, Wendy Low, Carla Murphy, Shiree 
Rezendes, Michelle Rozman, Briedi Scott, Kevin Young-Lai
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Featuring California native and regionally appropriate plants,
ready for fall planting.  

Plus, recommendations, advice and ideas
to use our plants to enhance your landscape and

improve wildlife habitat on your property

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Conservation Education Center
6390 Lewis Road, Vacaville

Fall Plant Sale

Free workshop!

Choosing the Right Plant for the Job
11:00 am – 12:00 pm

RCD staff will help you select the best plants for your landscape goals

Solano Resource Conservation District

Annual


